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3 Factors Affecting the Suicide Ideation of the Elderly in Small City :
The Case of Chuncheon in Korea
Kim, Young Bum (Institute of Aging, Hallym University)

According to OECD, suicide rate of the ROK (Republic of Korea) was 33.5 persons per 100,000 persons in
2010 and it was highest in OECD countries. The suicide rate of the elderly (aged 65-74) was 80.3 persons in
100,000 and it was also highest in OECD. Based on the fact that suicide ideation is the first step to do suicide,
this study explores the factors affecting the suicide ideation of older people in Chuncheon area.

According to the previous researches, economic hardship or social isolation would cause the suicide or
suicide ideation. The research also shows that support from local community or kinship would lessen the
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possibility of suicide or suicide ideation because it may lessen the hardship of life. The female usually lives
longer than male and most of female lives alone after bereaved. Thus bereaved female would experience
severer economic hardship or social isolation than male elderly. Based on these researches, the author
hypothesized that the support from children or the local community would lessen the possibility of suicide
ideation of female elderly because the support from children or local community may substitute the role of
bereaved spouse and may lessen the hardship of life she faces.

The sample of the study 2000 elderly aged 65 or over living in Chuncheon area. The results are as follows.
First, in analysis for the total samples, the factors affecting suicide ideation were level of depression, subjective
health, family income, region, and level of support from children. Second, in the analysis for female samples,
depression, subjective health, level of contact by phone with children and level of support from children show
significant relationship with suicide ideation. Third, in the analysis for the male samples, depression, family
income, and level of face to face contact with children show significant relationship with suicide ideation.

According to the results, contrary to male it seems that female shows low level of suicide ideation when she
can get some support from children or local community. This is because most of male live with spouse but most
of female live without spouse. According to the data, the ratio of living with spouse was only 33.72% and for
male 82.71%. Bereaved female elderly may experience the economic hardship or social isolation and it may
cause the suicide ideation. However if she can substitute role of bereaved spouse with support of children or
local community in some degree, they can lessen the burden of bereaved life and may reduce the risk of suicide
ideation.

4 Changing Relationship between the Dominant Company and Local Community in Company City :
The Case of Pohang City in Korea
Chang, Sehoon (Dept. of Sociology, Dong-A University)
Song, Yoo-Jean (Dept. of Sociology, Dong-A University)
O Jang, Wonho (Dept. of Urban Sociology, University of Seoul)

It is commonly said that the big company dominates the local community in the company city. However,
since most of the power relationships are not so simple, we must not easily jump to the conclusion that the
business dominates the community in the company city. From this perspective, this paper conducts a historical
approach to the power relationship between the big company and local community in Pohang, a typical
company city in Korea. In so doing, the paper focuses on the behaviors of two groups of the elite, the elite from
other regions (the elite in the big company) and the native elite.

The findings of this study are as follows.

First, the characteristics of state apparatus, city size and company’s organizational structure have had much
influence on behaviors of the two elite groups. Those factors have also been influential in forming the power
relationship between big company and local community in company city.

Secondly, in the process of democratization of state apparatus, urbanization of company city and privatization
of company, the elite from other regions have changed their attitude toward the local community and native elite
from exclusion to inclusion. On the other hand, the native elite have changed their attitude toward the big
company and the outside elite from reception to confrontation. In addition, the company-community
relationship has been transformed from the company’s absolute superiority over the local community, to its
relative superiority, and finally to symbiotic cooperation between the company and the local community. Thus,
we can say that in the processes mentioned above, big company’s capacity to dominate local community has
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gradually weakened. But it does not necessarily mean that the company has lost its superiority over local
community.

In conclusion, although it is difficult to agree that big company’s one-sided domination in company city
would be always consistent, it is also not true to say that the elite in big company would hand over its leadership
to the native elite.
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